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Happy St. Patty’s
A brief history lesson and an answer to the age-old
question: “Who is really allowed to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day?”
See OPINION, page 5.

Media conference with SJSU President Don Kassing
scheduled for 3 p.m. today, only at
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Gunman robs victim at Campus Village
By MICHAEL PASAOA
Staff Writer

An armed robbery took place at
3:50 a.m. Saturday in the Campus
Village courtyard, according to the
University Police Department.
The victim was outside Building
B and was approached by a man who
showed a gun and demanded the victim’s money and property, according
to an e-mail sent by UPD.
The victim complied and was not
injured, according to the e-mail. The
suspect fled toward East San Salvador Street and remains at large.
The suspect was described by
UPD as a light-skinned AfricanAmerican man wearing a blackhooded sweatshirt, dark-colored
T-shirt, and dark blue jeans. He is
believed to be around 5 feet 5 inches

tall and to weigh about 140 lbs.
The UPD always has a minimum
of two officers on duty and there
were four on duty the night of the
crime, said UPD public information
officer Sgt. Laws.
Right now there are about five officers scheduled per shift, Laws said.
The officers working will spend more
time around Campus Village, he said.
“I assumed it would be safe because
cops are (around Campus Village) all
the time,” said Darshini Nadarajan, a
junior business major. “I’m surprised
it happened right in front of here —
plus there’s lights all over.”
Nadarajan added that she always
sees cops around Campus Village.
“You just press the button and
they head straight here, and they
don’t even ask questions,” she said.
Laws said police escorts are al-

ways available.
“When I first got here in 1988, we
had a lot of escorts. We’d do as many
as 30 or 40 a night,” Law said. “Now
we’re down to two or three a night.”
He said that people feel safe around
campus now, but students still need to
be careful and watch out for strangers.
“Sometimes people just assume
that if someone’s here on campus, or in
the area of the dorms that they belong
and that they’re not going to hurt you,”
Laws said. “But there are strangers that
are here that prey on students.”
Laws said the first thing to do if
students witness a robbery or are the
victims of one, is to find a safe place
immediately.
“You don’t want to stand in front
of them and say you’re calling police,” Laws said.
He said that incidents involving

guns on campus have been “few and
far between.”
“It doesn’t make me any less
afraid because you never know when
it could happen,” said Tom Anderson, 21, a junior English major.
“You’ve just got to be aware of
your surroundings,” he said.
One Campus Village Building B
resident said the robbery is “shocking.”
“We should just make sure that
we’re with somebody else when
we’re walking around,” said Yesenia
Moreno, a freshman art major.
Anyone with information about
the robbery should contact UPD
at 924-2222, the confidential tip
line at 924-2236 or visit
www. mysafecampus.com.
Spartan Daily editor Kyle Hansen contributed to this report.

Search for
new SJSU
president
continues

Oﬀ-campus blood
drives restricted
Groups must declare no SJSU aﬃliation
By KIMBERLY TSAO
Staff Writer

Closed-door meeting
narrows candidates
By LIZA ATAMY
Staff Writer

A closed meeting of the Trustee’s
Selection Committee about choosing
SJSU’s next president was held Friday morning at the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library.
“Today, the search advisory committee will go through all of the candidates that have indicated an interest
in the presidency of SJSU,” Chancellor Charles Reed said before the twohour meeting.
Reed said the aim of the meeting
was to narrow the list of candidates
so the committee could begin first
interviews.
Reed detailed the criteria for the
nominees: outstanding leadership, a
vision for SJSU, willing to work seven days a week and 24 hours a day,
and willing to bring the entire San
Jose community together.
“It will be very hard to fill Don
Kassing’s shoes,” he said, “but that’s
what we’re supposed to do.”
According to Reed, the committee must narrow the candidates
down to “more than five, and less
than 10.”
Reed said the next meeting is
scheduled to be some time in April,
but a date has not been set. That
meeting will be the third meeting so
far this school year. The first was the
only public meeting and was held
over winter break.
The confidentiality of Friday’s
meeting was “necessary in order
to attract the very best candidates,”
See PRES, page 2
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A robot picks up one of the balls from the floor and extends its arms to throw the ball over the elevated platform
as part of the competition.

High schoolers, robots
rumble in Event Center
By LIZA ATAMY
Staff Writer

The 2008 FIRST Robotics Competition took place at the SJSU Event
Center on Friday and Saturday.
The competition aims to have
team professionals and young students try to solve an engineering
design problem in an intense and
competitive way, according to the
program’s Web site.
There were 48 registered teams
for this year’s competition in the
Silicon Valley region, and each team

the

Daily
THE HOUSE THAT
MARK BUILT
Graduate student Mark FoxMorgan displays a full-scale
paper house on campus.

See STUDENT CULTURE, page 6
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Blood banks have been banned
from SJSU’s campus for violating
the school’s nondiscrimination policy — a policy that protects gay men
who are not allowed to donate blood.
The ban, however, is not without its
loopholes.
Although students can’t hold
off-campus blood drives with organizations affiliated with SJSU, they
can hold drives as unaffiliated volunteers.
“I think that’s a good idea,” said
Teresa Schiller, a senior communication studies major, said in reference
to the blood drive ban. “We’re taking
a stand against discrimination.”
Dominic Fass, president of Tau
Delta Phi, said the fraternity was setting up a blood drive for February.
President Kassing’s ban put a dent in
its plans — until now.
Students from that fraternity are

holding a blood drive at Grace Baptist Church today from 2 to 7 p.m.
It’s located across the street from
campus on 10th and San Fernando
streets.
In compliance with the ban, the
fraternity had to organize the blood
drive off campus and not as Tau
Delta Phi, but as individuals or volunteers because the fraternity is an
SJSU organization. Fass said the
fraternity’s adviser, Brian Taylor,
was notified by Student Involvement
last week.
“I think ultimately it’s up to the
person’s decision if they want to or
not give blood,” said Valerie Reyes, a
junior nursing major. “No one should
put a ban on anyone’s right to do
what they want to do.”
Members of the fraternity promoted the blood drive at the tables
outside the Student Union on March
12. Fass said 60 people signed up,
See BLOOD, page 4

Competition challenges young minds via bot-battle
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An armed robbery was reported to have taken place in the area
of the Campus Village courtyard early Saturday morning.

WEEKEND
BRAWL AT SJSU
Eight SJSU fighters participated
in the second-annual event, and
one made her season debut.

See SPORTS, page 3

had anywhere between 10 to 40
people, according to its Web site.
“This event is about team building and working with other people
to reach an end result,” said Fred
White, tech director for the competition. “The teams must build robots with a specific set of parts, to
a specific set of rules, to perform a
specific set of functions.”
White said that teams build their
own robots, and then they come to
the competition and get matched
up with other teams to achieve an
end goal.

“The teams that get matched
don’t know one another, but they
work together to achieve a common goal,” he said. “This principle
exists in the business world.”
Taylor Cheung, mentor for the
Robotics Team of San Leandro
High School, signed up for the position because he wanted to help
the students out with their projects.
“I graduated from San Leandro
High School, and BAE Systems,
the company I work for, sponSee ROBOT, page 2
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The Grace Community Center and members of Tau Delta Phi are scheduled to
host the first blood drive near campus since the ban on blood drives in January.

Campus provides varietal ambience for students’ ears
By KIMBERLY TSAO
Staff Writer

Trees are getting haircuts. Cars
are whizzing by. Students are chatting in the corridors. These are some
of the noises that drown out professors’ voices during classes.
“People just need to keep their
voices down,” said Colleen Lee, a
fifth-year business management major. “I mean, you should be aware
people are in class, and they’re still
learning.”
She said early dismissal times are
fine once in a while, but professors
should remind students to be quiet
when other classes are still in session.
Grant Corvin, a freshman anima-

tion illustration major, said his Japa- majors enroll in the class, and they
nese 1A professor had the same is- take care of the children.
sue of students being noisy as they
Sometimes the noise carries over
left Hugh Gillis Hall until the class to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Limoved to MacQuarbrary and near Sweerie Hall.
ney Hall when the
Noise in the
children go on field
Central Classroom
trips. Foster said the
Building also gets
trips teach the buddy
out of control somesystem and self-distimes when children
cipline.
at the preschool lab
On the field trips,
are being picked up
they and other stuCOLLEEN LEE
senior
or dropped off.
dents may notice
business management
“Children
are
the facilities ground
happy to leave mom
workers who operate
and dad,” said Joy Foster, lab instruc- weed whackers to make sure the sprintor of the preschool lab on campus. klers aren’t blocked, and they also opChild and adolescent development erate leaf blowers and trim the trees on

“People just need

to keep their voices
down.

”

campus.
The branches may fall and injure
people so the facilities department
has a GPS database for every tree
that tracks its life cycle, said Tony
Valenzuela, associate vice president
of Facilities Development and Operations.
“We also prune the trees because
it’s also healthy for the trees to not
have too much overgrowth,” Valenzuela said. “We like trees.”
Additionally, he said SJSU has 10 to
See NOISE, page 2
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Does noise from on-campus construction and
maintenance disturb your classes? Vote online.
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ROBOT Competition ‘hands on’ student says
Continued from page 1
sors the program,” Cheung said. “I
wanted to help the kids out with the
engineering and some of the design.
Overall, I wanted to give them my
support and advice.”
Cheung said the teams had six weeks
to build, design and test-run robots.
Elvin Lucero, a senior at San Leandro High School and president of
the Robotics Team, has been part of
the team since freshman year.
“Our robot is called (pi sign)-Rat,
and its basic function is to go fast,”
Lucero, 18, said. “We came up with
the idea in one week and modeled it
off an RV car.”
Lucero hopes to major in computer science or computer engineering.
“I love it,” he said. “It’s just one
of those things.”
The Monta Vista Robotics Team
of Monta Vista High School came in
first place at the competition, along
with Woodside High School and Bellarmine College Prep High School.
“Our robot is called Altero-11,
and it has a grabber that lifts the ball
above the overpass and hurdles it
over,” said Humphruey Hu, a senior
at Monta Vista High School.
“We officially have six weeks to
work on our robots, but we specifically start our season in the beginning of the school year to fundraise
for entrance fees,” Hu, 17, said.
Along with the fundraising, Hu said
they train new members and make sure
they know the purpose of the game
and the rules of the competition.
“We decide how to approach the
game before starting anything,” he
said.

For Natalie Copeland, a junior in
Massachusetts Academy, this was
her first year participating in the Robotics competition.
“I joined because it’s a lot of
teamwork and hands on,” Copeland,
17, said. “I learned to use all kinds of

machines and tools, and it’s just really exciting to be in a competition
with all the enthusiasm.”
According to the competition’s
Web site, the winners are awarded
sponsorship money, but it did not indicate how much it was exactly.
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PRES Nominees announced in May
Continued from page 1
Reed said. “Also, these people have
really good jobs, and it may jeopardize their current position if you’re
out advertising their interest in
SJSU.”
Reed said the final candidates
will be notified that their nominations will become public. According to Reed, the nominees will be
announced around May 1, and they
will be interviewed again by the full
Board of Trustees.

“Comments about the candidates
will be allowed only after they are
made public and come to the campus,” he said.
Kenneth Peter, professor of political science at SJSU, and Benjamin
Henderson, president of Associated
Students at SJSU, both declined
to comment when asked about the
meeting.
“They have made it very clear
to us that we are not allowed to talk
about it,” Peter said.
Reed was asked to comment af-

ter the meeting, and declined to give
any information about its progress.
He said, though, that there were
fewer candidates after the meeting
than beforehand.
As for the inauguration of SJSU’s new president, “that becomes
a negotiable item,” Reed said. “I
would very much like to see a new
president on this campus after the
first of July, but again that depends
on what the person has to disengage from.”

NOISE Areas fenced off for campus safety
Continued from page 1
20 construction projects in progress.
“If it’s intrusive projects, where
they need to go to the classrooms or
offices, we usually do it at night,”
Valenzuela said. “For other projects
that are not as intrusive in classes,
we have to do it during the day.”
“Weekends would probably be
best just because no one would be

here,” said Michael Sustaita, a junior animation major.
According to Valenzuela, sometimes construction can’t be avoided
for emergency or practicality reasons. Also, he said students are on
campus from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. and
at night, construction might disturb
the neighborhood or on-campus
residents.
He said even if some construc-

tion in the Morris Dailey Auditorium occurs in the evening, that area
is fenced off for safety purposes.
“Sometimes you just can’t avoid
it. It’s just part of progress,” he
said.
Students and employees can call
924-1990 to file complaints about
maintenance noises or to learn
more about construction projects
on campus.
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A pit crew worked on its robot to ready it for the competition on Friday.

DO YOU HAVE
A GREAT STORY
IDEA?
CALL THE DAILY
@ 924-3281

Live Music: Sinfonietta: The Seasons
Student Showcase. Featuring soloists and flute choir.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. at the Music Building Concert Hall.
Contact: Joan Stubbe, 924-4649, jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu
Counseling Services’ Help Me!
I Have Test Anxiety!
Have you ever gone into a test well prepared and then
when you sat down, you couldn’t remember a thing?
Test anxiety is normal, but you can control it. Spend 60
minutes of your time, play Tic Tac Testing, and make the
test taking experience more pleasant.
3 to 4 p.m. at Administration Building Room 269.
Contact: Deanna Peck, 924-5910, dgalest@sjsu.edu

Art & Design Lecture: A place for artistic
dialogue between art, new technologies
and industrial creation
Rosina Gomez-Baeza, director of the LABoral Centro de
Arte y Creacion Industrial at the Universidad LABoral
in the Northern Spanish city of Gijon, will discuss the
programs and projects of this new innovative arts center.
5 p.m. at Art Building Room 133.
Contact: 924-4327, tbelcher@sjsuvm1.sjsu.edu
Dress For Success
The Men’s Wearhouse district managers Timothy Henning
and Salwa Chaahan show you how to dress professional
for any occasion whether it’s for a business meeting,
interview or a social gathering.
Presented by Delta Sigma Pi.
9 to 10:30 p.m. at Student Union Pacifica Room.
Contact: Christopher Lozano, christopher.lozano@dspsjsu.org

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three
working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed
in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

The SJSU baseball team beat Sacramento
State 5-4 on Sunday to cap a four-game
weekend series with the Hornets. The
Spartans won three of the four games.
See story online at thespartandaily.com

thespartandaily.com
Check out a photo slideshow of Saturday’s
Fight Night.
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Blood, sweat and cheers at boxing club’s Fight Night
By JOHN ELLIS
Staff Writer

SJSU student boxers took four
out of eight bouts Saturday at the
second annual Spartan Fight Night,
including standout wins by Luc Mai
and Monique Varela.
Mai, a sophomore aviation major,
added another win to his amateur
resume by out-pointing UC Berkeley
fighter David Keegan, in a fight that
didn’t slow down until the last bell
rang.
Mai’s fluid punches and diverse
skill set led to his victory as he outpaced his opponent, landing shots
seemingly at will. Mai attacked the
body, and then the head, and then
went back to the body, untucking
Keegan’s shirt and bruising his face.
“I heard him wince when I hit
him in the body,” Mai said. “I have a
new-found respect for that guy. I’ve
never seen heart like that before.”
Varela, a senior sports management
major, fought her way through a
tough, back-and-forth contest.
Participating in her first amateur
fight after training all season long,
Varela said she was nervous about her
stamina going into the fight, but she
wasn’t worried about her opponent.
“I’m not questioning my skills,
just my cardio,” Varela said just
minutes before her fight.
Varela landed the harder punches
throughout the three-round fight, in
which both fighters became fatigued

CARLOS A. MORENO / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

ABOVE: SJSU’s Alejandro Cuadra leaned over the ropes after suﬀering a bloody nose in his ﬁght Saturday.
RIGHT: The referee raises Cuadra’s arm in victory after the judges decision is announced.
in the latter stages.
Her
opponent,
Cal
State
Northridge club boxer Lisa Porter,
had an obvious speed advantage,
landing faster, although softer
combinations. However, the judges
decision went to an excited Varela.
“I’m just glad it is over, she is a very
good boxer,” Varela said. “I got tired
in Round 2, but I did it. Not too many
people can say they boxed before, and
even fewer women can say it.”
In other action Saturday, SJSU
club fighters Alejandro Cuadra

and David Ly both had success in
the squared-circle against strong
competition.
Cuadra, a senior finance major,
battled through a bloodied nose he
received early on in the first round, two
referee warnings about hitting below
the belt and rabbit punches — punches
to the back of the neck — before
securing two standing eight counts in
the last two rounds, and winning via
decision against University of San
Francisco’s Adam Tompkison.
“I did very well against him,”

Spartans
triumph in
overtime thriller

Contact the sports desk at:
sports@thespartandaily.com

By DINA BASLAN
Staff Writer

The Spartans’ Beth Harberts ended
a quadruple-overtime match with
the winning goal for the women’s
water polo team, helping SJSU to a
10-9 victory over nationally ranked
No. 10 UC Davis on Saturday at the
Aquatic Center.
“After three hour practices you
always want to get that last goal,”
said Harberts, a graduate student in
kinesiology, who had three goals on
the day, “and it just reflects how hard
we all worked to get ahead the last
second.”
The Spartans took a 4-1 lead in
the first quarter, with the first goal
scored three minutes into the game
by Bridget McKee and assisted by
Adrianna Vogt.
“The first quarter is really
important in games like this,” said
Vogt, a freshman kinesiology major.
“It definitely sets the team up.”
The Spartans led 5-3 heading
into the third quarter, but the Aggies
caught up, coming out strong and
quick in the third, scoring four goals
and transferring the game to their
favor at 7-6.
“We always have a close game
with Davis,” said SJSU coach Lou
Tully. “The outside shooting is what
we were training to develop. We have
pretty good shooters.”
Vogt was injured in the middle
of the third quarter as she went
underwater to finish a shot when an
opponent’s fingers struck her in the
face just below her eye.

Cuadra said. “I’m happy with my
performance.”
Ly, a senior public relations major,
needed just one round to defeat his
opponent, Michael Patane of USF.
Patane came out with high energy,
swinging fast and hard, putting Ly
on the defensive. Ly showed good
reaction, and reversed the momentum
of the fight to his favor, forcing
Patane into the corner and unleashing
his own intense flurry.
The referee called for a standing
eight count as Patane complained

MICHELLE HORTON / SPARTAN DAILY

Spartan senior Juliet Moss passes to a teammate during Saturday’s win.
“They got a goal cause I was taken
back by it,” Vogt said. “That obviously
made a difference, but you can’t let
those things affect you. You gotta get
back in there and finish the game.”
Harberts delivered the tying goal
with just over two minutes remaining
in the final quarter to even the score
at eight a piece.
“We played as a team, and it
showed,” Vogt said. “Being up 4-1
and then going down is not really an
easy thing, but we definitely came
back from it.”
Shortly after the first minute of the
first overtime period, Harberts scored
a goal, but that was followed with an
Aggies’ goal delivered by Christi
Rayvraft to tie the game 9-9.
“I wasn’t even tired,” said Juliet
Moss, a senior kinesiology major.
“Because my adrenaline was going
so much, it didn’t even faze me. I was
just swimming up and back trying to
get that last goal so we could win.”

Tully praised senior goal keeper
Kendra Adama for the performance
she had maintained throughout the
whole game.
The three-minute overtime periods,
however, were the times she saved her
team the most from tough Aggie shots.
During the third overtime session
alone, she blocked three shots.
With 1:46 left in the fourthovertime period, Bridget McKee
passed the ball to Harberts who buried
the ball into the back of the Aggies’
net to give the Spartans the victory.
“There’s been a couple of games
that we’ve played this season early
that were one-ball games that we’ve
lost,” Moss said. “So we needed to
show ourselves that we could win.”

CARLOS A. MORENO / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

of an eye injury, and the bout was
stopped shortly thereafter.
“It was stopped too early,” Ly
said. “I didn’t feel like I landed that
hard of a punch. I don’t really count
that one.”
SJSU’s Aaron Guerrero, Kedrick
Shadley, Ramzy Eldabbagh and Alan
Cheng all had impressive moments in
their fights but didn’t claim victory,
losing as a result of judge’s decisions.
Cheng fought Santa Clara

University’s Chris Haley, the No. 2ranked collegiate boxer in the nation
at his weight class, in a fight that
SJSU’s coach thought belonged to
the Spartan boxer.
“I thought he did really well
against (Haley),” said Candelario
Lopez, SJSU boxing club coach.
“Alan could have got the win.”
SJSU Fight Night attracted 257
fans. Last year’s event drew more
than 500.
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BLOOD Fraternity says it won’t host
more blood drives until ban stops
Continued from page 1
but walk-ins are welcome.
Andrew Matau, a senior computer
engineering major, said he hadn’t
heard about it.
“I would put fliers in the dorms,”
said Kimberly Uweh, a freshman
chemistry major.
Sarah Ligda, a graduate experimental psychology major, said that
if the blood drive wasn’t on midterm

”

week, “It would probably help, like,
the response rate.”
“I would if I had the opportunity
to,” she said. “I’m a grad student so
I’m pretty busy.”
Fass said his fraternity won’t be
holding anymore blood drives until
Kassing lifts the ban.
One blood bank, though, is still
banking on students. Michele Hyndman, the Stanford Blood Center’s
PR Manager, said in an interview last

“We’re not making a decision
between whether people should
donate blood or not, we’re making
a decision whether our campus
policy is going to be upheld.”

month that the center will hold blood
drives near SJSU.
“We know that convenience is a
major factor in students’ decisions to
donate blood,” Hyndman said. “We
hope that that the inconvenience of
having to go further to reach a blood
drive does not impact the local blood
supply.”
She said about 300 people donate blood every year at SJSU blood
drive.

“I think it’s a little stereotypical
because I mean, if you’re going to
ban homosexuals, why not ban
other … parts of society that might
be at risk?”
SARAH LIGDA

LARRY CARR

“

graduate student,
experimental psychology

associate vice president
for public affairs

From the Wire
Associated Press

Police probe ﬁrst killing
in Los Gatos since 2003
Police are investigating the first
killing in Los Gatos in five years.
Authorities say 53-year-old
Mark Achilli — a local bar owner
and restaurateur who retired last
year — was gunned down in front
of his town house around 11:40
a.m. Friday.
Achilli was shot several times
in the head, chest and other parts
of his body.
Witnesses saw a man dressed in
black and carrying a black bag running from the home just after the
shooting.
Los Gatos is located 12 miles
southwest of San Jose.

Fed takes new steps to
ease ﬁnancial crisis
Washington
The Federal Reserve announced
a series of new steps Sunday to help

THESPARTANDAILY.COM

provide relief to a spreading credit
crisis that threatens to plunge the
economy into recession.
The central bank approved a
cut to its lending rate to financial
institutions to 3.25 percent from
3.50 percent, effective immediately, and created another lending
facility for big investment banks to
secure short-term loans.
The steps are “designed to bolster market liquidity and promote
orderly market functioning,” the
Fed said in a statement. “Liquid
well-functioning markets are essential for the promotion of economic growth.”
The new lending facility will be
available to financial institutions
on Monday.

Three people missing in
NYC crane collapse

New York
Rescuers dug through debris
Sunday for three people still missing in the rubble and wreckage left
when a construction crane toppled
like a tree across a city block and
killed at least four construction
workers.
Among the missing were two

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment
with day & evening shifts for
responsible & energetic people. Apply in person 2:30 to
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located
in San Pedro Square
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C license
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
* EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick 408593-9612 for an interview.
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We
pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com

ARE YOU READY TO CUT
THROUGH THE CROWD? To
stand out? To show the “real
world” what you’re made of?
*****************************
An Internship with VECTOR
can offer you REAL pay, flexibility, and opportunities for
advancement. No cubicle,
no copy machine. Just the
chance to earn professional
experience in a rewarding environment that offers you the
flexibility you need and the resposnsibilty you deserve.
*****************************
Watch for us on-campus
throughout the semester, or
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
*****************************
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo
Alto. Up to $1100/ month.
MEN wanted for California
Cryobank’s sperm donor program. APPLY ONLINE: www.
SPERMBANK.com

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Teachers and Aides.
F/ T and P/ T positions available. Substitute positions are
also available that offer flexible
hours. ECE units are required
for teacher positions but not
req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Development majors.
Please call Shawna for an interview at 247-6972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

LIFEGUARDS
WANTED!
Easter Seals seeks lifeguards,
swim instructors & aquatic specialists for heated, indoor pool
in San Jose (Bascom & Moorpark). Flexible hours/ days
available, Mon-Sat. Must have
current: lifeguard certificate
and CPR/ First Aid with Title
22. Send resume and cover
letter via email to jobs@esba.
org, or fax to 408-275-9858.
$11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call
Tiago for more info, (408)2950228

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL
800-722-4791

SERVICES

NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th
Street #125. 408-286-2060

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Bring this AD for 10% OFF
(408)469-5999

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for
products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified

PRINT MODELS Creative
glamor and art models (F)
needed for top-quality naturallight photos. Pay/trade. Will
train. Call with experience and
fee info. (408)247-8779

TUTOR/CHILDCARE

$15/ hr + gas and mileage for
after school care on M, Tu, Th
3 - 6pm, & Wed. 2:15 - 5:15 in
Saratoga. Pick kids up, provide
snacks, help with homework &
tutor 4th grader. MUST BE majoring in Ed. or English. Strong
reading and writing skills
are required. Email: domestichelp5830@gmail.com

columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid
advertising and offers are not approved
or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer
the reader to specific telephone numbers
or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded
that, when making these further contacts,
they should require complete information
before sending money for goods or services.
In addition, readers should carefully
investigate all firms offering employment
listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not
intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

workers and a woman who was
staying in an apartment at a townhouse flattened by the crane.
“Each passing hour, things get
a little more grim,” Fire Commissioner Nicholas Scoppetta said.
Twenty-four others were injured,
including 11 first responders, said
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. Eight
remained hospitalized Sunday, officials said.
The crane rose 19 stories and
was attached to an apartment tower
under construction when it broke
away Saturday and toppled like a
tree onto buildings as far as a block
away.
On Sunday, crews continued
to remove pieces of the crane and
piles of debris from the damaged
buildings as neighborhood residents and a Manhattan borough
official raised concerns about
city inspections at the apartment
tower.
“I warned the Buildings Department on March 4 that it was
not sufficiently braced against the
building,” said Bruce Silberblatt,
a retired contractor and vice president of the Turtle Bay Neighborhood Association.
Retired ironworker Kerry
Walker, who with his wife lived
in the top-floor apartment of the
four-story townhouse and left
minutes before the collapse, had
complained that the crane appeared dangerously unstable, his
stepson said.
“He knows all about cranes and
said this one had no braces, everything was too minimal,” John Viscardi said. “He told one friend on
the phone that ‘if you don’t hear
from me, it’s because the crane fell
on my house.’”
City officials said the crane was
inspected Friday. At day later, it
was being lengthened with a new
section, a process known as “jumping,” when it fell.
Bloomberg said mechanical
failure or human error may have
caused the accident. “As far as we
can tell, all procedures that were
called for were being followed,”
he said.
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Should SJSU allow animal testing on campus?
Yes: 73 votes
No: 34 votes

Opinion

MONDAY

thespartandaily.com

MARCH 17, 2008

Who gets a free pass to celebrate?
KEVIN RAND
Morning Breath
Kiss me. I’m Irish.
Look closely.
Not here, stupid. The picture. Can’t you
see my Celtic heritage? You can really tell
when I grow out my facial hair, because
about one out of every four-and-a-half
beard strands is copper-red.
It’s too bad the opinion page is blackand-white today. Otherwise, I wouldn’t
have shaved.
Anyway, top o’ the whatever time of
day it is to you. Enjoy the holiday.
On the real, though, I am a quarter Irish
— along with a quarter Eastern-European
Jewish and half Filipinish, pin“o.” Sorry.
That means my favorite meal is corned
beef and cabbage, with matzos and lumpia.

Comment
from the Web
The comment below refers to Heather Driscoll’s
column “Leave teaching to the professionals” from
March 12.

Home schooling has
several benefits
Let’s look at some other reasons parents may choose to school their children
at home and keep their kids out of the
system.
1. There are the children for whom
learning to socialize at recess is the functional equivalent of learning swim by
jumping into the deep end. I can’t tell you
how many of the “socialization” skills I
learned as a child/adolescent I had to unlearn as an adult.
2. Stronger family bonds: It’s not just
the right wing that feels this is valuable.
Kids from strong families rarely get into
trouble.
3. Greater freedom to travel as a family
without being bound by the school schedule: Can you see how that may work better for families who must travel or move
frequently as a consequence of work?
4. Children with serious health issues
must often be home schooled.
5. Not all children work well in groups
or in the classroom setting. Wouldn’t
teachers prefer these “difficult” children,
who require so much extra attention, be
schooled at home?
6. How about those children whose
primary interests are rocket science and
Appalachian fiddle music? How flexible
is your public school curriculum to take
advantage of the kids’ interests?
Home schooling is all about our kids.
We will do anything to ensure they lead
happy, secure lives. Why else would parents give up a second income, a promising career, or even their free time, to educate their kids? Why would we spend our
own money in search of curricula that fit
our kids’ needs and interests? Don’t use
one case to judge the rest of us, please.
- Kathryn Wickward

It also means that I’ve got a free pass to
crack white and brown jokes.
Yup, just like my potato-famined forefathers, I can have a day all to ourselves,
all while telling jokes like, “So a Mick, a
rabbi and Ferdinand Marcos walk into a
bar … ”
And I can get away with it.
Hey, being a minority comes with its
perks.
It’s all good, though. We got here second — third, when counting the natives.
That’s why there’s the Filipino Channel
and why there is no White Entertainment
Television, minus CMT (look it up).
You have to understand, though. When
you look or act differently, and you come
to a place where everyone else looks and
acts the same, you feel kind of left out,
just like many of our ancestors did. So you
need that morale boost.
I know. I shouldn’t feel left out, and
I don’t; but I know my Filipino grandparents did.
Even the first Irish-Americans had it
rough among their fellow Anglo-Americans.
Here’s an excerpt from a Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute study, which details

a bit of early Irish-American prejudice:
“Many job posters and newspaper ads ended with ‘No Irish Need Apply.’ Hotels and

I shouldn’t feel left out,
and I don’t;
but I know my
Filipino grandparents did.
restaurants may have had signs stating ‘No
Irish Permitted in this Establishment.’”
Long live St. Patrick.
Viva Cinco de Mayo and a big Kung
Hey Fa Choy to you, too.
Happy belated Black History Month,
also. An entire month and Black Entertainment Television are a little — OK, a
lot — exclusive, but there are reasons to
celebrate things like blackness — or Buddhism or Chicano pride — in America.
Reverse discrimination? Please.
That term doesn’t even make sense,
especially in the context to which I’m
referring.
It goes like this: Once you face serious,

deliberate, life-affecting prejudice by a
majority group, you get that free pass to
celebrate.
Or, once you enter a place where a group
once held privilege over, well, everybody,
you get that free pass.
Nowadays, even certain classes of white
people get that exemption.
Yes, Jeff Foxworthy, you might be a
redneck.
If you complain about Chris Rock “n”wording all over the stage, then you don’t
get it.
We minority groups can crack jokes and
have our beer-drinking holidays because
history isn’t that far back yet.
When we’re all yellow and four-fingered, we might look back at St. Patty’s
and affirmative action and the NAACP,
and we might be puzzled.
For now, though, if an Irishman, a rabbi
and a Filipino walk into a bar, get them fellows some green beer.
“Morning Breath” appears the first and
third Monday of every month. Kevin Rand
is the Spartan Daily executive editor.

Private military contractors
aren’t right for the job
KRIS ANDERSON
The Decline of Mojo
The sun’s bronze glow paints the entire
landscape the same color. The buildings are
all different shades of sand, seemingly the
reconstitution of dust in the form of walls
and roofs.
The grass is mostly dead, with patches
of green peeping through fields of brown
and red.
There are wires tethered to poles all
around this Mars-like landscape, yet none
of them crack or pump with the shocks of
electricity.
Rhythmic pop-pop-pops can be heard
everywhere. Orders are given casually,
taken out casually.
1990s-style Mercedeses dart around
the area, some swerving and screeching to
a halt, others crashing into other cars and
exploding with steam.
Those holding the camcorders recording
these bits of life, or non-life, cheer as the
cars halt and smoke. They use racial epithets. They wear camouflage.
This scene is in Iraq, or Afghanistan
or any other of nine countries where military contractors from the United States are
deployed.
Companies like Blackwater Worldwide
that train 40,000 people per year contribute to mercenary activities across the globe
— with little, if any, oversight.
Who could have thought that after all
President Bush has done to privatize this
country, contracting our security priorities
would become fair game?

When one hears the saying “turn a blind
eye,” it could be referring to the debacle
that is global military contracting.
The military, with Bush as its commander in chief, does not place any judicial
imperative on private military contractors,
yet will hastily leap into siege missions to
exact revenge.
What are civilians doing in Iraq armed
to the teeth and without an ounce of
conscience?
In March 2004, a convoy was attacked
in Fallujah, Iraq. Normally, this wouldn’t

What are civilians
doing in Iraq
armed to the teeth
and without
an ounce of conscience?
signal anything out of the ordinary in a
war-torn country. But this particular convoy contained four Blackwater employees.
All four armed contractors were killed
with small arms and grenades.
Their bodies were burned and hung
above the Euphrates River.
This incident was one of the prime
causes for the U.S.’s bloody invasion of the
city of Fallujah — a siege that killed many
insurgents but left tens of thousands without homes.
Three years later, Blackwater employees — who are essentially armed Rambo
impersonators — opened fire in Baghdad
and killed 17 Iraq civilians.
There were reportedly two Blackwater
helicopters in the vicinity that aided in the
attacks.
Although the Iraq government revoked
Blackwater’s license to operate the very
next day, what justice has been done?

And I’m not talking about the mercenaries who ruthlessly killed 17 innocent civilians — I’m talking about the institution of
private military contracting.
When did this become a viable system
of operation toward achieving combat specific goals?
These are civilians with flak jackets
and machine guns who ultimately have a
license to kill.
YouTube the word “Blackwater,” and
one of the first videos to pop up shows
the senseless murder of Iraqis by a private
military contractor — but it’s unsure if the
actual killers were from the Blackwater
company itself.
Those working for the North Carolinabased company have free reign to shoot,
kill, mame, displace, what-have-you.
It’s sad enough that American citizens
must walk with the stigma of the Bush administration over their heads daily. It’s bad
enough that we are citizens of a country
who still have absolutely no freakin’ clue
as to why the American military is in Iraq.
There have been purported reasons,
but nobody has told me, “Hey, this is why
Americans are dying daily.”
Obviously, this is the hottest debate topic
for the upcoming presidential election, and
if anything, we need to learn as a nation to
hold our leaders accountable.
But above and beyond the idea and discussion of how to get the hell out of Iraq,
what are we going to do about the private
military contractors?
Can these mercenaries remain there
as a sort of disconnected, specialist-combat arm of the United States and maintain
operation?
Nothing has stopped them yet. Let’s
hope that the new leader will.
“The Decline of Mojo” appears every
Monday. Kris Anderson is a Spartan Daily
copy editor.
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By TARA DUFFY
Staff Writer

St. Patrick’s Day is one of my favorite holidays, and as Cinco de Mayo is no longer celebrated just by Mexicans, St. Patrick’s Day is no
longer just for the Irish.
It doesn’t matter who you are. Everyone is
Irish on St. Patrick’s Day.
I love large gatherings of people, banding together to have a good time, to celebrate and, for
one night, forget their worries — nevermind that
worries will be back in the morning, along with
an ever-present hangover.
St. Patrick’s Day falls on a Monday this year,
but I bet there will still be people filling the
streets, pouring out of Irish pubs and other bars
around San Jose.
St. Patrick’s Day is a time for friends to get
together and to start the first real celebration of
spring; and it’s about more than just green beer.
It recently occurred to me that that some
people might not understand what they are celebrating today, so I thought that I might provide
a little background to what the day is all about.
I got all of my information from the good old
History Channel, where I get most of my history
lessons.
St. Patrick was the patron saint of Ireland,
and was thought to have converted many Irish

It’s about more
than just green beer.
to Christianity. He was believed to have died
March 17, sometime around 460 A.D.
At one time, St. Patrick’s Day was only celebrated by the Irish, and was mostly a religious
holiday that involved people going to mass in
the morning, and then celebrating into the night.
St. Patrick’s Day was thought to have been
brought to America around 1845, when the great
potato famine of Ireland caused nearly 1 million Irish to come to the United States to avoid
starvation.
When the Irish arrived, they were looked
down on by Americans and other upper-middle
class Irish for being uneducated and poor. The
History Channel quoted, “When Irish-Americans in (U.S.) cities took to the streets on St.
Patrick’s Day to celebrate their heritage, newspapers portrayed them in cartoons as drunk, violent monkeys.”
The new immigrants soon realized that their
large numbers had made them a majority, in
turn giving them quite a bit of political power
in the United States. At this point, St. Patrick’s
Day became a show for politicians who catered
to the Irish vote. Irish-Americans became more
socially acceptable.
To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day properly, you
should pick up some traditional Irish food and
drinks.
Corned beef and cabbage is a popular St.
Patrick’s Day meal. If you don’t want to go
through all the bother of cooking up cabbage,
you can pick up a can of corned beef hash and
a loaf of soda bread from the grocery store —
most delicious.
When going out tonight, there will no doubt
be some great deals on Guinness beer, Bushmills
Whiskey and Bailey’s Irish Cream. Even better,
save money and mix all three together and let the
good times roll.
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Daily
QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We don’t
trust her.
A lot of people
still want
her to go.”
ANH CUNNINGHAM
San Jose resident referring to
San Jose City Councilwoman
Madison Nguyen, who voted
to allow privately funded
“Little Saigon” signage.
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This house is not a home
Rather, it’s the paper project of art and design student Mark Fox-Morgan

By KATE TAYLOR
Staff Writer

Wood-like beams of paper
screwed together by nuts and bolts
make up the frame of Mark FoxMorgan’s thesis project.
Fox-Morgan, an art and design
graduate student at SJSU, will be
showing his life-size, cast paper house
today through Thursday in Gallery 3
of the Art and Design Building.
The house is not structurally reinforced, he said, but is made from
dense, solid cast paper with thicknesses similar to wood beams found
in actual houses.
Fox-Morgan, 34, said his 8-feetby-10-feet-by-11-feet paper house
represents a dorm room.
Before he came to SJSU, FoxMorgan said he lived in his own

house in Sacramento, but had to
“give that up” to move to San Jose
for school.
“Unfortunately, I couldn’t find a
living situation,” he said, “so I moved
into a dorm room.”
Fox-Morgan lived alone in one of
the brick dorms and then moved into
an apartment in 2006 with four other
students in Campus Village.
“Going from my own three-bedroom house to an 8-by-10 room was
a quite humbling experience,” he
said.
Having started last April and finishing March 9, Fox-Morgan said the
project has taken a year to complete
and $300 to $400 worth of wood
glue.
The meaning behind the house
stems from his relationship with his

father, who Fox-Morgan said owned a crisis with the housing market or
about numerous houses and gave one through post-Katrina.”
to each of his children, although they
Fox-Morgan said he also wanted
were always in his father’s name.
to show people the nature of paper
“It was kind of a controlling and that it can be made durable.
thing,” Fox-Morgan said. “He kind
“I’m pretty work-obsessed with
of spent more time with the houses making something that has a real
than his family.”
statement,” he said.
He said he stopped communicaHe said he made each cast himtion with his father at the age of 15.
self, using old bills, junk mail and
Like his relationship with his other pieces of scrap paper lying
father, Fox-Morgan said, only the around.
structure of the paper house is built.
“I think it’s mostly recycled paper
“This house
from the art ofis in a state of
fice at school,”
flux,” he said.
Wright said. “It
“You don’t know
becomes
selfif it’s being torn
referential of the
down or built up.
school itself.”
So, much like my
Fox-Morgan
relationship with
said
he made
MARK FOX-MORGAN
art and design graduate student
my father, I don’t
molds for the
know if that relabeams
from
tionship is comwood lined with
ing to an end and being torn apart or plastic, then poured the mixture of
being built up again.”
glue, house paint, water and paper
Fox-Morgan said his father didn’t into the them.
like that his son was pursuing a deEach beam cast took about three
gree and career in art and teaching weeks to dry completely, he said.
art, instead wanting his son to work
Wright said Fox-Morgan’s project
for the state or join the military.
was a “strangely circular process” in
“To bring to fruition three years that he paid to go to school, paperof a thesis or a show,” he said, “I work was generated and now he’s uscouldn’t think of anything more poi- ing the same paper from the school to
gnant than a house.”
work toward graduating.
Shannon Wright, an assistant pro“And what’s nice is when I’m
fessor of spatial art, said she thought done with this,” Fox-Morgan said, “I
Fox-Morgan’s project showed the can either take it to Burning Man or I
absurdity of trying to build a house can take it and light it on fire or I can
out of something as fragile as paper.
recycle it.”
“The house is a universal symbol
Andrew Hedges, an art and defor everyone,” Fox-Morgan said. sign graduate student, said he really
“Everyone wants a place they can admires Fox-Morgan and his work.
call their own. It’s a universal sym“It’s a monumental amount of
bol for shelter and everyone needs it, work,” Hedges said, “and I’m exand everyone is either going through cited to see it (set) up.”

wants a place
“Everyone
to call their own.

It’s a universal symbol ...

”

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / SPARTAN DAILY

Mark Fox-Morgan, who is 6-feet-2-inches tall, stands in the doorframe of his 11-feet cast paper house.

Have a story idea for the Student Culture section? Call 924-3281

